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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING 
 

       September 14, 2006 
 
 The Special Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District 
was held on Thursday, September 14, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. in the Wayne A. Deegan Room of the 
Pottstown Middle School with President, Barry Robertson presiding. Upon roll call, the 
following members were present: Mrs. Bonita Barnhill, Mr. Edwin Edwards,  Mr. Robert 
Hartman, Mr. Barry Robertson, Mrs. Cathy Skitko, Dr. James Smock, Mr. Philip Thees, and 
Mrs. Judyth Zahora.  Absent: Mrs. Amy Barthurst-Francis. Also present were:  Superintendent of 
Schools, Mr. David Krem; Business Administrator, Mrs. Linda Adams; Assistant 
Superintendent, Dr. Reed Lindley; Director of Education and Human Resources, Mr. Jeffrey 
Sparagana; Solicitor, Mr. Stephen Kalis, Mr. John Armato, Mr. Jared Freedman, Mr. James 
Bush, Mr. Ed Ritti, Mr. Robert Decker, Mrs. Elisabeth Yoder, Mrs. Shannon Curry,  a member 
of the press, and interested citizens. 
 
FEDERATION REMARKS 
 
 Mr. Freedman thanked the board for being allowed to speak. He expressed appreciation 
at the professionalism of the negotiating team. He added that it has been a pleasure and a 
distinction working with Mr. Bush. Mr. Bush is honest and forthcoming. He never questioned his 
integrity. He wishes him well in this retirement. The federation voted 162 to 7 to approve this 
contract. This contract benefits the teachers and the board, but more importantly it benefits the 
children of Pottstown.  
 
HEARINGS FROM THE PATRONS 
 
 None. 
 
REVIEW OF PROPOSED TEACHERS’ CONTRACT 
 
 Mr. Kalis reviewed the teachers’ contract. 
 
 Mr. Thees questioned whether the salary percentage increases are for the year. Mr. Kalis 
responded yes, and they are inclusive of step. 
 
 Dr. Smock commended the negotiating team. Through the challenges and bumps along 
the way, cooler head prevailed. This agreement is respectable to all parties and could be a model 
for the state of Pennsylvania. 
 
 Mrs. Zahora commented the rest of the state does not have Jim Bush. 
 
 Mrs. Barnhill thanked the federation and the negotiating team for an excellent job. 
 
 Mr. Thees is appreciative of the teachers’ willingness to give and take. They have earned 
his respect. He has no respect for Harrsiburg. 
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 Mr. Hartman thanked the federation and negotiating team. He also thanked Mr. Bush for 
his time and effort. He feels it says a lot about the Pottstown School District that we have not had 
a strike in thirty years. It shows our teachers want to be here and they care about the children. 
 
APPROVAL OF TEACHERS’ CONTRACT 
 
 It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mr. Edwards that the Board approve the 
teachers’ contract for the 2006-07 school year through the 2009-2010 school year and a copy be 
filed in the  Secretary’s office as addendum #2006-2007-026. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Absent: one. 
Motion carried. 
 
 It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the Board approve the 
planning time letter and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2006-2007-027. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Absent: one. 
Motion carried. 
 
 It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the Board approve a 
memorandum of understanding and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2006-
2007-028. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Absent: one. 
Motion carried. 
 
REVIEW THE RETIREMENT BENEFIT PROGRAM 
 
 Mr. Kalis reviewed the Retirement Benefit Program.  
 
 Mr. Thees questioned if the $5,000 limit on the health benefits is the limit on the amount 
the retiree has to pay. Mr. Kalis explained the $5,000 limit is the district limit. 
 
APPROVAL OF AMMENDMENT TO POLICY 3603–RETIREMENT BENEFIT PROGRAM 
 
 It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mr. Edwards that the Board approve an 
amendment to Policy 3603 – Retirement Benefit Program and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s 
office as addendum #2006-2007-029. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Absent: one. 
Motion carried. 
 
 Mr. Kalis expressed his pleasure to participate in the contract negotiations. Mr. Bush’s 
insight and knowledge was invaluable. He also thanked Mr. Freedman, Mrs. Yoder, Mr. Decker, 
Mrs. Shannon Curry, and ________________. 
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 Mr. Robertson is impressed with the professional manner in which the negotiations were 
handled. He also praised the Board for their professionalism. 
 
 Mr. Krem thanked the federation, the executive team and the board for allowing us to do 
our jobs. 
 
ACCEPT RESIGNATION OF TAX STUDY COMMISSION MEMBER 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Edwards and seconded by Mr. Hartman that the Board accept the 
resignation of Mr. Bruce Madara from the Tax Study Commission. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Absent: one. 
Motion carried. 
 
APPOINT TAX STUDY COMMISSION MEMBER 
 
 Mrs. Adams is continuing her search for a tax study commission member. She defined 
the parameters used to maintain socio-economic balance. She is looking for a preferably female 
senior citizen. 
 
 
REMARKS BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
 
 Mr. Hartman thanked the commission members for their willingness to serve. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

It was moved by Mr. Edwards  and seconded by Mr. Thees that the Board adjourn. 
Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 
     

          ________________________   
          Linda S. Adams 
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