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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
June 1, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District
was held on Thursday, June 1, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the Wayne A. Deegan Room of the
Pottstown Middle School with President Mr. Barry Robertson presiding. Upon roll call, the
following members were present: Mrs. Bonita Barnhill, Mr. Edwin Edwards, Mrs. Amy Francis,
Mr. Robert Hartman, Mr. Barry Robertson, Mrs. Cathy Skitko, Dr. James Smock, Mr. Phillip
Thees and Mrs. Judyth Zahora. Also present were: Superintendent of Schools, Mr. David P.
Krem; Business Administrator, Mr. James R. Bush; Director of Education and Human
Resources, Mr. Jeffrey Sparagana; Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Reed Lindley; Solicitor, Mr.
Stephen Kalis, Mr. John Armato, Dr. Robert Stevens, Ms. Pamela Bateson, Mr. Matthew
Moyer, Mrs. Linda Adams, Mrs., Taffy Wolfe, Dr. Angela Tuck, Mrs. Mia DiPaolo, Ms. Loretta
Sweigart, Mr. Stephen Rodriguez, Mr. Robert Giering, Mr. Bruce Madara, Mr. Robert Spencer,
Mr. Daniel Wilchek, a member of the press, and interested citizens.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the minutes of the
regular meeting held on May 18, 2006 be approved.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.

LIST OF BILLS

It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mr. Edwards that the list of bills for the
General Fund totaling $522,129.65; the Data Processing Fund totaling $5,449.57; the Elementary
School Fund totaling $1,768.71; the Athletic Fund totaling $10,490.87 be approved and a copy
be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005-2006-108.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS

Mr. Krem read a letter from Barth Elementary School thanking him and Mr. Robertson
for their attendance at the writing awards ceremony.

Mr. Krem read a thank you to the Board from Mrs. Treena Ferguson, Edgewood
Elementary Teacher of the Year..

Mr. Krem read a letter from the Health and Wellness Foundation congratulating the
district on receiving a $39,000 grant from the foundation.
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AWARDS

Mr. Krem and Mr. Robertson presented Mrs. Kathy Hayes of Rupert Elementary as the
district’s Teacher of the Year.

HEARINGS FROM PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS

Mr. Bruce Madara thanked the administration and the board for their work. He feels they
are concerned with all people. Mr. Madara has spoken with Representative Tom Quigley chiefly
regarding money. He is encouraged by the new legislators coming on board in Harrisburg. Mr.
Quigley has stated they will be working zealously on the budget when they are back in session.
When asked when tax relief will be coming, he responded in September. Mr. Madara is still
hopeful for tax relief. Mr. Madara is also concerned with the dune buggies and motorcycles
being ridden on school property.

Mrs. Lois O’Dell is concerned because her son, who is insulin resistant and must eat
every so many hours, was denied a lunch when serving ISS at the Middle School. Is the board
working on changing this policy? Mr. Krem advised that the district policy is no student is ever
denied a meal. The district does maintain a medical alert list. Dr. Lindley advised this process
will be addressed in the school handbook. Mrs. O’Dell also has a concern with the tread on the
center stairwell at Lincoln Elementary School being in disrepair. She feels this is a dangerous
situation.

SPECIAL REPORTS

Mrs. Taffy Wolfe presented a Tech Department update. She reviewed the 2005
Technology Plan; what has been accomplished so far and their plans for the future. The merging
of Data Processing and Word Processing is complete and working well. The laptop iniative will
be completed by June 5, 2006. The department is beginning to create files using Docu-Share.
Electronic Board Meetings are coming soon. Mrs. Wolfe introduced Mr. Robert Spencer,
Network Administrator and Mr. Daniel Wilchek, Help Desk Manager to the board. Mr. Wilchek
has been training the teachers on their use of the laptops. He has developed a summer training
schedule which he reviewed with the board. Mr. Robert Spencer has been working on the
wireless hookup and reducing repair call time.

Dr. Lindley presented information on the Pearson Learning Systems Testing program.
He reviewed the recommendation to the board. This software has a direct impact on classroom
learning.

Mr. Sparagana provided a PowerPoint presentation on the PEAK (Pottstown Early Action
for Kindergarten readiness) program. Members of the committee include Mr. Don Klingerman,
Ms. Joan Daly of the YMCA; Mrs. Bertha Jones of Montgomery County Headstart; Ms. Erin
Connelly of Montgomery County Early Learning Centers; Ms. Wendy David of the United Way;
Mrs. Loretta Sweigart; Mr. David Krem; Mr. John Armato; Dr. Reed Lindley; and Mr. Barry
Robertson. The mission of this program is every child in Pottstown will enter kindergarten ready
to learn and achieve. The collaborators will include Montgomery County Childcare Consortium;
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Montgomery County Headstart; Montgomery Early Learning Centers; Pottstown Area Health
and Wellness Foundation; Pottstown Family Center; United Way; YMCA; and YWCA.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS

It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mrs. Zahora that the following consent
items be approved, in accordance with Policy 1120, as recommended by the Superintendent of
Schools:

PROFESSIONAL RESIGNATION

Joel Alutius, High School Teacher, resignation effective June 30, 2006.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHER ELECTIONS

Gretchen Voght, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, $90/day and in accordance with Board Policy
3920, effective May 4, 2006.

Russell Landis, Jr., Per Diem Substitute Teacher, $90/day and in accordance with Board Policy
3920, effective May 5, 2006.

Kelly Skokowski, Special Substitute Teacher, $100/day, effective May 10, 2006.

BREAKFAST PROGRAM AIDE ELECTION

Barbara Bainbridge, Substitute Breakfast Program Proctor, $11.03/hour, effective April 24,
2006.

HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION ELECTIONS

Angela Owarzani, High School Teacher, continuation of Homebound Instruction, $28/hour for
up to 5 hours/ week, effective May 5, 2006 through the remainder of the 2005-06 school year.

Philhaven Hospital, Homebound Instruction, 5, 2006 through the remainder of the 2005-06
school year, effective April 26, 2006.

Jill King, Franklin Elementary Teacher, Homebound Instruction, effective April 26, 2006,
effective May 4, 2006 through June 9, 2006.

DISTRICT PUPIL SERVICES SUMMER STAFFING
(All salaries paid through IDEA, and effective during the summer months of 2006)

OT/PT Program

Jamie Pontino, 5 days @ $273.68/day, Occupational Therapist



School Psychologists

Samuel Brooks, 15 days @ $374.08/day, School Psychologist.
Krista Trainer, 10 days @ $268.40/day, School Psychologist.
Lana Dickinson, 10 days @ $346.69/day, School Psychologist

Speech Therapists

Theresa Spitko, 8 hours @ $28/hour, Speech Therapist.
Amy Sellman, 8 hours @ $28/hour, Speech Therapist.

Special Education In-Service
Effective August 17, 2006

Ann Marie McDonnell, $28/hour, Elementary.
Cynthia Fanelli, $28/hour, Elementary.
Amy Downes, $28/hour, Elementary.
Jamie Joffred, $28/hour, Elementary.

Ann Hayer, $28/hour, Elementary.

Denise Schleicher, $28/hour, Elementary.
Jill King, $28/hour, Elementary.

Matthew Cohen, $28/hour, Elementary.
Amelia Leininger, $28/hour, Elementary.
Karen Seemann, $28/hour, Elementary.
Cathleen Coughlin, $28/hour, Elementary.
Patricia DeWald, $28/hour, Elementary.
Natalie Feliciani, $28/hour, Elementary.
Teresa Niemann, $28/hour, Elementary.

Ruth Kuhn, $28/hour, Elementary.
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Sandra Zuchero, $28/hour, Pottstown Middle School.
Arden Moore, $28/hour, Pottstown Middle School
Jason Bergey, $28/hour, Pottstown Middle School.
Alicia Wickham, $28/hour, Pottstown Middle School.
Stephanie Blanchard, $28/hour, Pottstown Middle School.
Jennifer Heller, $28/hour, Pottstown Middle School.
Jennifer Eidle, $28/hour, Pottstown Middle School.
Robin Romero, $28/hour, Pottstown Middle School.
M. Patrick Coulter, $28/hour, Pottstown Middle School.
Sandra Robinson, $28/hour, Pottstown Middle School.
Vanessa Barnaik, $28/hour, Pottstown Middle School.
Karen Kemmerer, $28/hour, Pottstown High School.
Kelly Smale, $28/hour, Pottstown High School.

James Dunleavy, $28/hour, Pottstown High School.
Diane Earnshaw, $28/hour, Pottstown High School.
Mark May, $28/hour, Pottstown High School.

Popi Protheroe, $28/hour, Pottstown High School.
Judith Miller, $28/hour, Pottstown High School.

Janet Roncase, $28/hour, Pottstown High School.
Kathleen Stadulis, $28/hour, Pottstown High School.
Melissa Schubert, $28/hour, Pottstown High School.
Antoinette Rapp, $28/hour, Pottstown Middle School.

Maureen Parry, $28/hour, Pottstown High School.
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Theresa Dundon, $28/hour, Pottstown High School.

IEP Writing — Secondary

Sandy Zuchero, 30 hours @ $28/hour, Special Education Teacher.
Melissa Schubert, 30 hours @ $28/hour, Special Education Teacher.
Jennifer Heller, 30 hours @ $28/hour, Special Education Teacher.
Denise DeAntonio, 30 hours @ $28/hour, High School Teacher

Tutors - Secondary
(ESY, IEP and transition needs)

Melissa Schubert, 25 hours @ $28/hour, Special Education Teacher.
Robin Romero, 25 hours @ $28/hour, Special Education Teacher.
Sandy Zuchero, 25 hours @ $28/hour, Special Education Teacher.
Theresa Dundon, 60 hours @ $28/hour, Special Education Teacher.
Jennifer Heller, 25 hours @ $28/hour, Special Education Teacher.

Scheduling of Students and Assistants - Secondary

Karen Kemmerer, 60 hours @ $28/hour, Special Education Teacher.
Diane Earnshaw, 25 hours @ $28/hour, Special Education Teacher.

Pupil Services Summer Staffing — Elementary

Theresa Niemann, Special Education Teacher, 25 hours @ $28/hour, Tutoring and IEP Writing.
Jamie Joffred, Special Education Teacher, 25 hours @ $28/hour, Tutoring & IEP Writing.
Matthew Cohen, Special Education Teacher, 25 hours @ $28/hour, Tutoring and IEP Writing.
Jill King, Special Education Teacher, 15 hours @ $28/hour, IEP Writing.

Amelia Leininger, Special Education Teacher, 10 hours @ $28/hour, IEP Writing.

Summer Maintenance/Custodial

Lauren Reifsneider, Laborer I, $9.42/hour, effective June 10, 2006.
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Nichole Ettore, Laborer I, $9.42/hour, effective June 10, 2006.

Judy Bermudez, Laborer I, $9.42/hour, effective June 10, 2006.
Sharlean Soto, Laborer I, $9.42/hour, effective June 10, 2006.

Ruth Kraft, Laborer I, $9.42/hour, effective June 10, 2006.

Caren Bean, Laborer I, $9.42/hour, effective June 10, 2006.

Steven Irick, Laborer I, $9.42/hour, effective May 15, 2006.

Kristen Hoffmaster, Laborer I, $9.42/hour, effective June 10, 2006.
Raphael Hueber, Laborer I, $9.42/hour, effective June 10, 2006.
Christopher Schlegel, Laborer I, $9.42/hour, effective June 10, 2006.
Gregory Kunka, Laborer I, $9.42/hour, effective June 10, 2006.

SUPPORT STAFF TUITION REIMBURSEMENT

Mary McMahon, Classroom Assistant, $388, tuition reimbursement for credits earned at MCCC.

SUPPORT STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Maria Pettine, Classroom Assistant, to attend 2006 National Autism conference, August 1-4,
2006, State College, Pennsylvania.

. Registration - $100.00 paid by Pupil Services funds

ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION PLACEMENTS

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the placement of the student named to the
Alternative Education Program located within the Pottstown High School and the name be
placed on file in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005 -2006-109.

INVESTMENT OF FUNDS RESOLUTION

The Superintendent recommends the Board adopt the following Resolution authorizing the
Secretary and Treasurer to invest funds for the various school district accounts during the next
fiscal year:

WHEREAS, the funds are available in the school accounts from time to
time that can be invested and,
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WHEREAS, the School Laws of Pennsylvania do permit investment of
school funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Secretary and
Treasurer of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District be,
and hereby are, authorized to invest the funds for the various school district
accounts, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary and Treasurer be
authorized to dispose the said investments as the funds are needed, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the procedures and types of
investments purchased shall be in accordance with the requirements of the School
Laws of Pennsylvania.

TRANSPORTATION CONTRACTS

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following transportation contracts for
the 2005-06 school year:

Pottserove School District — April 2006

Van #3 — This is a new contract. Effective March 21, 2006, this van transports one (1) Pottstown
special needs student to and from Wordsworth Academy in Fort Washington daily, at a cost of
$45.85 per day. This cost is shared with Pottsgrove School District, as Pottsgrove students share
the van. Effective April 3, 2006, Pottstown added one (1) special needs student, changing the
cost to Pottstown to $73.36 per day, an increase of $27.51 per day. Effective April 7, 2006, the
Pottstown students were removed from the van, changing the cost to Pottstown to $0.

Van #38 — This is a new contract. Effective March 20, 2006, this van transports one (1)
Pottstown special needs student to and from Fort Washington Elementary School in Fort
Washington daily, at a cost of $59.11 per day. This cost is shared with Pottsgrove School
District since Pottsgrove students also ride this van. Effective April 7, 2006, the Pottstown
student was removed from the van, changing the cost to Pottstown to $0.

SPECIAL EDUCATION CONTRACT — OPPORTUNITIES SCHOOL, ELWYN, INC.

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve an agreement between the Pottstown School
District and Opportunities School and Educational Program of Elwyn, Inc. to provide Extended
School Year educational services for eight special needs students from July 5, 2006 to August
15, 2006 at a cost of $137.36 per day per student for 24 days.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION AGREEMENT — MONTGOMERY COUNTY INTERMEDIATE
UNIT

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve a contract between the Pottstown School
District and the Montgomery County Intermediate Unit to provide special education services for
Pottstown resident students during the 2006-07 school year, and a copy of the contract be placed
on file in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005 -2006-110.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.

NON-CONSENT

EXTENSION OF A+ COMMUNICATIONS CONTRACT

It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mrs. Zahora that the board approve the
extension of the A+ Communications contract and a copy of the extension agreement be placed
on file in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005 -2006-111.

Upon roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: Zahora: aye; Thees: aye; Smock: aye;
Skitko: aye; Robertson: aye; Hartman: nay; Francis: aye; Edwards: aye; Barnhill: aye. Ayes:

eight. Nays: one. Motion carried.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INCURRENCE OF NON-ELECTORAL DEBT

It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the board approve a
resolution authorizing the incurrence of non-electoral debt by the school district and authorizing
the Board’s officers to take appropriate actions required under the Pennsylvania Local
Government Unit Debt Act and a copy of these resolutions to be placed on file in the Secretary’s
office as addendum #2005-2006-112.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.

BID AWARDS

It was moved Mr. Hartman and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the Board authorize
purchase orders or contracts to the companies indicated, the award in each case being made to
the lowest bidder meeting the required specifications and a copy of the awards to be placed on
file in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005 -2006-113.

1. Athletic Supplies and Equipment — Fall Sports
2. Athletic Supplies and Equipment — Winter Sports

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Girls’ Soccer Program — Mr. Robertston

Mr. Robertson has put this item in the hands of the Finance Committee for their
consideration and to make a recommendation to the Board.

9:36 P.M. THE BOARD ENTERED EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL
ISSUES.

10:06 P.M. THE MEETING RESUMED.

Dr. Smock updated the Board on the two committees working together on the centers approach
and the Washington Street Iniative. He is excited by the progress being made and would like to
schedule a Board Workshop for June 15, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the Wayne A. Deegan Room of the
Pottstown Middle School to provide details of the centers approach and the financial
repercussions.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Personnel — Mr. Sparagana

Mr. Sparagana reviewed the personnel items to be placed on the June 22, 2006 board
agenda for approval.

2. 2006-07 Tentative School Calendar — Mr. Krem
This item has been tabled until the June 22, 2006 regular board meeting.
3. Administrative/Supervisory Tuition Reimbursement — Mr. Krem

Mr. Krem reviewed the administrative/supervisory tuition reimbursement to be placed on
the June 22, 2006 board agenda for approval.

4. Field Trips — Dr. Lindley

Dr. Lindley reviewed the field trips to be placed on the June 22, 2006 board agenda for
approval.

5. Transportation Contracts — Mr. Bush

Mr. Bush reviewed the transportation contracts to be placed on the June 22, 2006 board
agenda for approval.
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6. Bid Awards — Mr. Bush

Mr. Bush reviewed the bid awards to be placed on the June 22, 2006 board agenda for
approval.

7. Budget Transfers 2005-06 — Mr. Bush

Mr. Bush reviewed the budget transfers to be placed on the June 22, 2006 board agenda
for approval.

8. Employment Rates for Rental Contracts — Mr. Bush

Mr. Bush reviewed the employment rates for rental contracts to be placed on the June 22,
2006 board agenda for approval.

0. Long-Term Disability Plan — Mr. Bush

Mr. Bush reviewed the long-term disability plan to be placed on the June 22, 2006 board
agenda for approval.

10. 2006-07 Budget — Mr. Bush

Mr. Bush reviewed the 2006-07 budget to be placed on the June 22, 2006 board agenda
for approval.

11. Artists in Residence — Mr. Krem/Mr. Sparagana

Mr. Sparagana advised Barth and Lincoln Elementary schools would like permission to
begin mural projects. The board would like these murals to be removable, not permanent.

12. Additional New Business Items
Mr. Krem advised the district is interested in developing an education communications
program to be offered as part of the Educational Arts curriculum and would like the Board to

authorize Mr. Kalis to investigate obtaining a television channel.

FEDERATION REMARKS

None.

REMARKS BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

All members signed the letter to the gaming board.

Mr. Hartman reminded everyone that Baccalaureate is to be held on Sunday, June 4 and
graduation will be held on Tuesday, June 6, 2006.
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Mrs. Zahora will miss Mr. Bush. It has been a privilege and an honor to work with him.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Mr. Edwards that the Board adjourn.
Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 10:44 p.m.

James R. Bush, Secretary



