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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
July 20, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District
was held on Thursday, July 20, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the Wayne A. Deegan Room of the
Pottstown Middle School with President Mr. Barry Robertson presiding. Upon roll call, the
following members were present: Mrs. Bonita Barnhill, Mr. Edwin Edwards, Mrs. Amy Francis,
Mr. Barry Robertson, Mrs. Cathy Skitko, Dr. James Smock, Mr. Phillip Thees and Mrs. Judyth
Zahora. Absent: Mr. Robert Hartman. Also present were: Superintendent of Schools, Mr. David
P. Krem; Business Administrator, Mrs. Linda S. Adams; Director of Education and Human
Resources, Mr. Jeffrey Sparagana, Solicitor, Mr. Stephen Kalis, Mr. John Armato, Mrs. Gail
Cooper, Ms. Pamela Bateson, Mr. Matthew Moyer, Mr. Bruce Madara, Mr. David Garner, Mr.
John Barber, Mr. Ronald Brown, a member of the press, and interested citizens.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the minutes of the
regular meeting held on July 6, 2006 be approved.

Dr. Smock requested the minutes be amended to reflect the addition of the wording, “If
street closings are necessary, a traffic study would be necessary to minimize the impact on the
community.”

Upon roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: Barnhill: aye; Edwards: aye; Francis:
aye; Robertson: abstain; Skitko: abstain; Smock: aye; Thees: aye; Zahora: abstain. Ayes: five.

Nays: none. Abstain: three. Motion carried.

LIST OF BILLS

It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Dr. Smock that the list of bills for the
General Fund totaling $574,834.99; the Data Processing Fund totaling $690.46; the Food
Services Fund totaling $155,933.89; the Athletic/Activity Fund totaling $156.00 be approved and
a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005-2006-006.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

It was moved by Mrs. Zahora and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the Financial Report
for the General Fund, including reports of receipts and expenditures for the month of June 2006,
be approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum # 2005-2006-007

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Motion carried.
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TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT

It was moved by Mrs. Zahora and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the Tax Collector’s Report,
as prepared by Mrs. Linda S. Adams, be approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as
Addendum # 2005-2006-008.

The 2006 Earned Income Tax showing $481,342.90 collected to date.
The 2005 Earned Income Tax showing $1,726,998.51 collected to date.
The 2005 Interim Tax showing $1,366.13 collected in June.

The 2006 E.M.S.T. Tax showing $14,593.49 collected in June.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS

None.
AWARDS
None.

HEARINGS FROM PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS

Mr. E.J. Henninger feels there is a growing public relations problem concerning the
future of our elementary schools. The public perception is that the school board has already made
up its mind and the public will get whatever the board wants. It is hard to follow the decision
making process. He has asked a lot of questions and has gotten a lot of answers. The board
needs to adopt a more proactive approach to gaining positive feedback from the community.
People are confused; they feel the board has a desired outcome. He feels the board should
elaborate on its intentions concerning the Washington Street Initiative. If the reporting in the
newspaper is inaccurate, do something about it. The board should do whatever it takes to involve
the public. He also feels that board members should refrain from addressing the facilities
committee. They should only observe. Throughout all facilities committee meetings, the
committee has never discussed money, only what is best for the children.

Mr. David Garner thanked the board for last month’s open discussion concerning the
early learning center. It has been a long time coming. The issue of our elementary facilities and
early education has been 11 years in the making because no one has established and/or followed
a process. It is tough to buy into a process if you do not know what that process is. He feels the
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resolution passed in January is clear and revisions would be viewed as an opportunity to abandon
the process.

Mr. Ronald Brown presented hand-outs to the board. The renovations to our elementary
schools have been a long time coming. There have been too many diversions and too many
experts involved to get anything done. We need to remember we are only talking about bricks
and mortar; the teachers will still be educating the students. The vision presented seems fine;
however, he has reservations concerning the partners. How can we proceed if the partners and
the location is still up in the air? If the district drops the Pre-K program, will parents have to pay
for their children to attend pre-school? Will the August 17 meeting confuse or justify the
decision? Mr. Robertson advised all announcements will be made jointly by the joint borough
and board committee. Mr. Brown stated the Borough Council meetings are open to the public,
but they are not advertised so no one knows when these meetings are held. He asked Dr. Smock
when the next meeting is scheduled. Dr. Smock advised there is no joint meeting is scheduled.

Ms. Linda Thompson identified herself as an assistant to the Mayor’s office and read a
prepared statement from Mayor Valentine. Mr. Robertson requested she provide a copy of said
statement which she agreed to provide. Receipt is pending, and will be appended when received.

Ms. Karleen Hadesty received an anonymous letter referencing a blog site. She asked that
her name be removed from this persons list. The letter contains more distortions. She
appreciates the board’s efforts to improve the community and provide our children with the best
education. She is proud to say she voted for this board and they should keep up the good work.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Armato provided a written report from the Community Relations committee.
Dr. Smock apologized for being unable to schedule a finance committee meeting.

SPECIAL REPORTS

None.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS

It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the following consent
items be approved, in accordance with Policy 1120, as recommended by the Superintendent of
Schools:

PROFESSIONAL RESIGNATIONS

Kyle Hindsman, Business Education Teacher, resignation effective before the start of the 2006-07
school year.

CLASSROOM ASSISTANT RESIGNATION
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Linda Boughter, Classroom Assistant/Special Education, termination effective June 10, 2006.

CLASSIFIED RESIGNATION

Linwood Brown, Part-Time Home and School Visitor, termination due to job elimination,
effective June 30, 2006.

Robert Douglass, Part-Time Home and School Visitor, termination due to job elimination,
effective June 30, 2006.

James Corum, Career Coach , Pottstown High School, termination due to job elimination,
effective June 10, 2006.

PROFESSIONAL ELECTIONS

Rachel Bauman, Social Studies Teacher, Pottstown High School, B, step 1, effective August 23,
2006.

William Gumby, Guidance Counselor, Pottstown Middle School, M +30, step 1,
effective August 23, 2006.

Tracy Fleming, Grade 6 Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, M, step 4, effective August 23,
2006.

Timothy Hough, English Teacher, Pottstown High School, M, step 4, effective August 23, 2006.

Scott Schrum, Math Teacher, Pottstown High School, B+ 15, step 1, effective August 23, 2006
and upon receipt of PA certification.

Jennifer Mitchell-Winterbottom, Physical Science Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, B+15,
step 4, effective August 23, 2006 or upon release from Reading School District.

Susanne Swanson, Elementary IST Teacher, M, step 4, effective August 23, 2006.
Julie Snyder, Math Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, B+15, step 1, effective August 23, 2006.

Elizabeth Haring, District Speech Clinician, M, step 7, effective August 23, 2006.

CLASSIFIED ELECTION

James Battle, Substitute Custodian/Housekeeper, 410.41/hour through 6/30/06; $10.75/hour
effective 7/1/06, effective June 19, 2006.



16

SUMMER MAINTENANCE ELECTIONS

Mary Ann Lightcap, Laborer I, $9.42/hour, effective June 12, 2006.

Michael Nagle, Laborer I, $9.42/hour through 6/30/06; $9.73/hour effective 7/1/06, effective
June 26, 2006.

DISTRICT PUPIL SERVICES
Paid through IDEA

Jaclyn Yoder, Secondary Life Skills Teacher, new class set-up, 20 hours @ $28/hour, effective
during summer of 2006.

SECRETARIAL TRANSITION

Janet Lawrence, secretarial transition, $21.85/hour, effective July 10, 2006,

EXTRACURRICULAR ELECTIONS
All salaries to be determined upon approval of Professional Contract

Rick Daniels, Head Coach, High School Football, Level 5.

Jeffrey Delaney, Assistant Coach, High School Football, Level 3.
Dale Williams, Assistant Coach, High School Football, Level 3.
Richie Ashburn, Head Coach, Middle School Football, Level 3.
Matthew Boyer, Assistant Coach, Middle School Football, Level 3.
Ryan Oxenford, Assistant Coach, Middle School Football, Level 3.
Larry Harvey, Head Coach, High School Cross Country, Level 5.
Mary Ann Lightcap, Assistant Coach, High School Cross Country, Level 3.
Scott Braunsberg, Head Coach, High School Golf, Level 3.

Brandy McPhearson, Head Coach, High School Hockey, Level 2.
Britney Haring Assistant Coach, High School Hockey, Level 2.
Isetta Hewlett, Head Coach, Middle School Hockey, Level 4.

Mary Waller, Assistant Coach, Middle School Hockey, Level 3.



Ryan Regensburg, Head Coach, High School Soccer, Level 1.
Denise Kuleski, Assistant Coach, High School Soccer, Level 3.
Michael Daniels, Head Coach, Middle School Soccer, Level 3.
Kenneth Shupinski, Assistant Coach, Middle School Soccer, Level 3.

Amie Ward, Head Coach, High School Cheerleading, Level 3.

Desiree Schwoyer, Head Coach, Middle School Cheerleading, Level 2.

Joseph Snyder, High School Band Director, Level 2.

Joseph Snyder, High School Jazz Band, Level 1.

Leslye Blackwell, Troiad Editorial, Level 3.

Robert Decker, Troiad Business Manager, Level 3.

Leslye Blackwell, High School Newspaper, Editorial, Level 3.
Kristen Cherneskie, High School Newspaper, Business, Level 3.
Lisa Whitehurst, Middle School Newspaper, Level 1.

Sally House, High School Show Choir, Level 5.

Thomas Marsden, 6 Grade Chorus, Level 3.

Michael Vought, Middle School Band Director, Level 5.
Christine McGrann, Middle School Band Front, Level 5.
Michael Vought, Middle School Stage Band, Level 5.
Stefanie George, Middle School Student Council, Level 2.

Donna Carpenter, High School Honor Society, Level 3.

Angela Wagner, Middle School Honor Society, Level 3.

Eva Yashinsky, High School Stage Manager (2/3), Level 3.

17



18

Miles Feather, High School Stage Manager (1/3), Level 3
Michael Anastas, Middle School Stage Manager, Level 1.

Joseph Perrone, High School All School Play, Level 3.

Joseph Perrone, High School Competition Dramatics, Level 3.
Gloria Day, Middle School Dramatics, Level 3.

Bradley Mayberry, Safety Patrol, Barth Elementary, Level 3.

Tina Ludy, Safety Patrol, Edgewood Elementary, Level 4.

Joyce Cimaglia, Safety Patrol, Franklin Elementary, Level 4.
Bonnie Trainer, Safety Patrol, Lincoln Elementary, Level 2.
Steven Trievel, Safety Patrol, Rupert Elementary, Level 3.
Margaret Munz, High School Key Club Co-Advisor (.50) Level 4.
Justine Donnelly, High School Anchor Club Advisor, Level 2.
Dee Pettine, Middle School Builder’s Club Co-Advisor (.50) Level 3.
Dereth Hicks, Middle School Builder’s Club Co-Advisor (.50) Level 3.
Christopher Okonski, TV Productions, Middle School, Level 3.
Jeffrey Delaney, Sophomore Class Sponsor.

Sara Miller, Sophomore Class Sponsor.

Danielle McCoy, Junior Class Sponsor.

Justine Donnelly, Junior Class Sponsor.

Kristin Cherneskie, Senior Class Sponsor.

Scott Braunsberg, Senior Class Sponsor.

Marguerite Grim, District Head Nurse.

Theodore Freese, Elementary Head Librarian.
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Deborah Bosler, Secondary Head Librarian.

Diane Earnshaw, High School Department Chair, Special Education.
Deborah Demko, High School Department Chair, English.

Paul Castanzo, High School Department Chair, Science.

Robert Decker, High School Department Chair, Math.

David Caldwell, High School Department Chair, Social Studies.
Kirsten Cherneskie, High School Department Chair, Foreign Language.
Lisa Whitehurst, Middle School Department Chair, Foreign Language.
Dee Pettine, Middle School Department Chair, Language Arts.

Kathryn Eagle, Middle School Department Chair, Science.

Mary Palladino, Middle School Department Chair, Social Studies.
Shannon Curry, Middle School Department Chair, Math.

Sandra Zuchero, Middle School Department Chair, Special Education.
Elisabeth Yoder, District Content Leader, Elementary Art.

Lisa Rossi, District Content Leader, Secondary Art.

Sally House, District Content Leader, Music.

Nancy Kupferschmidt, District Content Leader, Secondary Health & Physical Education.
Mary Powell, District Content Leader, Elementary Health & Physical Education.
Robert Decker, Webmaster, Level 3.

Denice DeAntonio, HOSA Advisor, Level 3.

John Lewiski, VICA Skills Advisor, Level 1.

Culinary Manager, Level 3.

Anita Scott Scaltrito, Youth Court Facilitator, Level 2.



EXTRACURRICULAR
Not covered under contract

Game Workers - $10/hour
Effective during the 2006-07 school year.

Benjamin Eckroth
Margaret Munz
Terica Andrews
David Detar

John Cherneskie
David Caldwell
Stefanie George
Rick Daniels
James “Cal” Benfield
John Armato
Ginger Angelo
Thomas Medvetz
Cindi Dixon
Ronald Levan
Cindy Levan
Jeffrey Delaney
Ryan Oxenford
Peter Kelly

Elmer Pollock
Ruth Guenther
Kyle Hindsman
Mary Ann Hill
Mary Ann Lightcap
Kathleen Perry
Anthony Zampella
Scott Braunsberg
Miles Feather
Todd Williams
Denise Kuleski
James Tsakonas
Daniel Zipay
Michael Yonas
Todd Wallace
Amy Grimley
Robert Keeley
Levert Hughes
John Katch

Jason Bergey
Michael Freed
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HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION

Creative Health Services, Homebound Instructor, $20/hour, effective June 2, 2006.

CHANGE OF POSITION AND SALARY

Helen Bowers, English Teacher, from Pottstown Middle School to Pottstown High School.

Ryan Regensburg, from Per Diem Substitute Teacher to Contracted Teacher, Pottstown Middle
School, Health and Phys Ed., B, step 1, effective August 23, 2006.

Amy Gazzillo, from Classroom Assistant/Title I to Contracted Teacher, Pottstown Middle
School, B+15, step 2, effective August 23, 2006.

Lori Schirk, from Secretary I, Pottstown Middle School, Position Grade 8 to Middle School
Secretary, Position Grade 10, from $23,774 to $31,176, effective July 22, 2006.

APPROVAL OF TENURE

Lois H Sanders, Pottstown Middle School, tenure effective June 22, 2006.
Maureen A Russell, Pottstown Middle School, tenure effective June 22, 2006

RETIREMENT BENEFIT PROGRAM SICK LEAVE PAYMENT

Lola Stine, Part-Time Housekeeper, sick leave payment in accordance with the Part-Time
Classified guidelines, $534.80 (13.37 days), effective June 30, 2006.

ADMINSITRATIVE/SUPVISORY PROFESSIONAL LEAVE

Mr. Matthew Moyer to attend the 21° CCLC Summer Institute, San Diego, CA, July 10-12,
2006, with expenses paid through 21* Century Grant funds.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Motion carried.

INFORMATION

1. Delinquent Taxes
2. State Budget Update

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Resolution — Early Educational Facility

Dr. Smock presented a hand out with a clarification and change to section 2 of the
original resolution adopted at the January 19, 2006 regular board meeting. The hope is to
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resolve questions concerning when revitalization/redevelopment is complete. The Borough of
Pottstown has asked for such clarification.

Mr. Edwards stated his hope is to clarify for the community so people understand the
meaning of this resolution and to help in putting a timeline in place.

Mrs. Skitko feels it is important to clarify the resolution to address the common sense
concerns of when the facility will open.

Mrs. Zahora is against the change as this is not what she meant when she approved the
resolution in January. It does not make sense to build until redevelopment is complete. We
must know what the building will be used for before construction begins. She objects to the
change in wording.

Dr. Smock stated we will know what the building will be used for before construction
begins.

Mrs. Francis feels this does not clarify, and in fact makes more confusion. She does not
want the board to determine what is secure.

Mr. Thees feels the concern of the board is two-fold. Not just the building, but also the
funding. If funding is secured for all projects, redevelopment will take place.

Mr. Robertson stated the Borough must get commitments and they cannot get such
commitments without the school district’s commitment. He believes that nothing is being

added to the amendment that is different.

Mrs. Francis feels that it is different. She does not want to build until the redevelopment
is complete.

Mrs. Zahora does not want revitalization on the backs of our children.

Mrs. Francis feels this is not a safe place for children and while that may change in the
future she will not place children there until it is safe.

Dr. Smock stated the joint committee is addressing the safety issues.

Mrs. Zahora asked for a definition of secure. Will the site be secured with fences or
police patrols? To her way of thinking this is not secure.

Mrs. Francis feels it will be too late once the campus is built.
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Mr. Thees says he would never vote to open a facility that was not safe, the building
could sit and rot but, built or not, he hopes the Borough gets this town straightened out.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Personnel — Mr. Sparagana

Mr. Sparagana reviewed the personnel items to be placed on the August 3, 2006 board
agenda for approval. Mr. Sparagana requested the Board take action tonight on the termination of
a Temporary Professional Employee.

2. Professional Leave — Dr. Lindley

Dr. Lindley reviewed the professional leaves to be placed on the August 3, 2006 board
agenda for approval.

3. Resolution Authorizing Transfer of Funds — Mrs. Adams

Mrs. Adams reviewed the resolution authorizing the transfer of funds for Sovereign Bank
to be placed on the August 3, 2006 board agenda for approval.

4. Transportation Contracts — Mrs. Adams

Mrs. Adams reviewed the transportation contracts to be placed on the August 3, 2006
board agenda for approval.

5. 2005 Per Capita and Occupational Taxes
Mrs. Adams reviewed the resolution exonerating the Tax Collector from the balance of
the 2005 Per Capita and Occupational Tax to be placed on the August 3, 2006 board agenda for
approval.
6. Additional New Business Items
Dr. Smock recommended the board consider requests for proposals for a traffic study.
Mr. Krem commended the facilities committee. They have made clear their number one
concern is the safety of the students. He requested we also study the Edgewood and Lincoln

sites.

FEDERATION REMARKS

None.



24

HEARINGS FROM PATRONS

Mr. David Garner asked why the board does not call this a new resolution. He feels it is because
we are redefining our original resolution to make it fit with what we want.

Mr. Brown asked if the words safe and secure are in the amended resolution. What can the board
do to make it safe and secure? Revitalization is years down the road.

Dr. Smock stated Phase I is the borough’s responsibility. The joint committee is working well
together and made the July 1% deadline.

Melissa Ritti states the point is to take a step forward. We are substituting one vague term for
another and asking parents to take a huge leap of faith in allowing nine strangers to decide what

is safe for their children. How will we determine what is safe?

Mr. Henninger asked if the revised resolution is adopted where he can obtain a copy. Mr.
Robertson advised he could obtain a copy at the Administration Building.

Ms. Hadesty lives in this neighborhood and she is not afraid, all this talk makes her feel she
should be afraid.

Ms. Thompson questions whether Washington Street is the only unsafe area.

Mr. Robertson feels there should not be any area of Pottstown where parents would be afraid to
send students. This is the goal of revitalization.

Mrs. Skitko offered clarification to some of the comments made. The school board is devoted to
educating children. We would not put a school in an unsafe area. This resolution should provide
reassurance that the board will not place children in an unsafe environment.

Mrs. Zahora feels the original resolution was clear.

AMENDMENT TO EARLY EDUCATIONAL FACILITY RESOLUTION

It was moved by Mr. Edwards and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the Board approve the
amendment to the resolution and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum
#2006-2007-009.

Upon roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: Barnhill: aye; Edwards: aye; Francis:
nay; Robertson: aye; Skitko: aye; Smock: aye; Thees: aye; Zahora: nay. Ayes: six. Nays:
two. Motion carried.

FEDERATION REMARKS

None.



REMARKS BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

None.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the Board adjourn.
Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m.

Linda S. Adams, Secretary
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