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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING







May 18, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District was held on Thursday, May 18, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the Wayne A. Deegan Room of the Pottstown Middle School with President Mr. Barry Robertson presiding. Upon roll call, the following members were present: Mrs. Bonita Barnhill, Mr. Edwin Edwards, Mrs. Amy Francis, Mr. Robert Hartman, Mr. Barry Robertson, Mrs. Cathy Skitko, Dr. James Smock, Mr. Phillip Thees and Mrs. Judyth Zahora. Also present were:  Superintendent of Schools, Mr. David P. Krem; Business Administrator, Mr. James R. Bush; Director of Education and Human Resources, Mr. Jeffrey Sparagana, Solicitor, Mr. Stephen Kalis, Mr. John Armato,  Mr. Richard Huss, Ms. Pamela Bateson, Mr. Wayne Thomas, Mrs. Linda Adams, Mr. Matthew Moyer, Dr. Angela Tuck, Mrs. Mia DiPaolo, Ms. Loretta  Sweigart, Mr. Stephen Rodriguez, Mr. Robert Giering, Mr. Ronald Brown, Mrs. Helen Mackewicz, a member of the press, and interested citizens.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the minutes of the regular meeting held on May 4, 2006 be approved.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.
LIST OF BILLS


It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the list of bills for the General Fund totaling $559,154.30; the Data Processing Fund totaling $20,201.03 be approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005-2006-101.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

    
 It was moved by Mrs. Zahora and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the Financial Report for the General Fund, including reports of receipts and expenditures for the month of April 2006, is approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum # 2005-2006-102.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.
TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT

     It was moved by Mrs. Zahora and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the Tax Collector’s Report, as prepared by Mr. James R. Bush, is approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum # 2005-2006-103.

The 2006 Earned Income Tax showing $69,743.91 collected to date.
The 2005 Earned Income Tax showing $1,671,637.47 collected to date.


Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.
COMMUNICATIONS


Mr. Krem read a letter from the American Heart Association thanking the Pottstown Middle School for holding the 2005-2006 Hoops for Heart program and their donation of $1,152.66.

Mr. Krem advised Mr. Troutman received a number of emails from the more than 200 students from around the region who participated in the gifted symposium. It was a complete success...
AWARDS


Mr. Krem announced that Dr. Robin Laysears-Smith received the George Walk Award from Temple University for her outstanding doctoral dissertation in education.

Mr. Krem and Mr. Robertson presented the Teacher of the Year awards as follows:

Barth – William Parks

Edgewood – Treena Ferguson

Franklin – Diane Baker

Lincoln – Deb Jones

Rupert – Kathy Hayes

Middle School – Kevin Downes

High School – Jeffrey Delaney

Mr. Krem announced Mrs. Kathy Hayes as the district’s Teacher of the Year.


The meeting recessed to honor the Teacher of the Year awards winners at 8:11 p.m. 

The meeting resumed at 8:41 p.m.

HEARINGS FROM PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS

Ms. Heather Richards presented her proposal on beginning a girl’s soccer program at the Middle School.  Currently there are 71 students interested in participating. Mrs. Zahora questioned the time of year. This would be a fall sports program. Dr. Smock questioned the use of volunteer coaches. Is this allowable? Mr. Bush stated that inter mural sports are not covered in our current contract. Year one would be staffed with volunteers, subsequent years would be salaried staff. Dr. Smock asked if the volunteer coaches have to be district employees. Mr. Krem responded no, however anyone volunteering would be required to obtain the proper clearances. Ms. Richards feels it is important for girls to have equal opportunities. Dr. Smock asked what other athletic opportunities are afforded girls in the fall? Mr. Bush responded there is a co-ed soccer program, field hockey, and girl’s tennis offered in the fall.

Mr. Ronald Brown presented the board with a handout on the 2006-07 school district budget.  He has reviewed the budget and feels the committee did a terrific job. This is the clearest budget he has seen in a long time. He is interested mainly in the instructional piece of the budget. He feels the support budget could be trimmed and those monies put back into instruction.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Armato advised the board the responses to the questions put forth at the public forum on redistricting will be mailed to those individuals who provided their address. This information will also be posted on the website and will be available at the Administration Building.  He reminded the board of the invitation to the Wrestling Championship Dinner to be held on Wednesday, May 31, 2006.
SPECIAL REPORTS


Mr. Gordon Walker, of Public Financial Management, presented information regarding a Forward Borrowing Resolution.  He proposed the Board adopt a resolution to incur debt in the future. This in no way obligates the district to borrow the money.  The board should act on this resolution at the June 1, 2006 board meeting. Mr. Bush will place the resolution on the June 1, 2006 board agenda for approval.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS


It was moved by Mr. Edwards and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the following consent items be approved, in accordance with Policy 1120, as recommended by the Superintendent of Schools:

CLASSIFIED RESIGNATIONS
Marilyn Collins, Computer Operator, resignation for the purpose of retirement, effective August 25, 2006.
SUBSTITUTE TEACHER RESIGNATION
Candice Fields-Johnson, Long Term Substitute Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, resignation effective March 30, 2006.

REQUEST FOR LEAVE
Sara Miller, Teacher, Pottstown High School, requests a childbearing/childrearing leave of absence, effective on or about September 16, 2006 through approximately November 22, 2006.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHER ELECTION
Bobbie Kelly, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, $90/day and in accordance with Board Policy 3920,


effective March 21, 2006.




SUMMER NUTRITION PROGRAM ELECTIONS




Bud Heller, $14.62 per hour, Director
Karen Kozak, $13.39/hour, regular employee.

Lynn Foulke, $13.39/hour, regular employee.

Stacey Rodden, $13.39/hour, regular employee.

Carrie Holden, $10.45/hour, substitute employee

Joyce Grebe, $10.45/hour, substitute employee.

Linda Chubb, $10.45/hour, substitute employee.

EXTRACURRICULAR ELECTION
Lisa Whitehurst, Department Chair, Middle School Foreign Language, $873, effective for the 

2005-06 school year.

RUPERT FAMILY NIGHT
(Paid through CSR funds)

Calista Boyer, Family Pizza Night, 2 ½ hours @ $28/hour, effective April 21, 2006.

Joan Smith, Family Pizza Night, 2 ½ hours @ $28/hour, effective April 21, 2006.

Karen Winning, Family Pizza Night, 2 ½ hours @ $28/hour, effective April 21, 2006.

Ruth Kuhn, Family Pizza Night, 2 ½ hours @ $28/hour, effective April 21, 2006.

Mary Trate, Family Pizza Night, 2 ½ hours @ $28/hour, effective April 21, 2006.

Stacey Bauman, Family Pizza Night, 2 ½ hours @ $28/hour, effective April 21, 2006.

Desiree Schwoyer, Family Pizza Night, 2 ½ hours @ $28/hour, effective April 21, 2006.
Jacinda Bartolucci, Family Pizza Night, 2 ½ hours @ $28/hour, effective April 21, 2006.

Laureen Gresko, Family Pizza Night, 2 ½ hours @ $28/hour, effective April 21, 2006.

Rebecca Wyatt, Family Pizza Night, 2 ½ hours @ $28/hour, effective April 21, 2006.

Lisa DeRenzo, Family Pizza Night, 2 ½ hours @ $28/hour, effective April 21, 2006

Melissa Scaltrito, Family Pizza Night, 2 ½ hours @ $28/hour, effective April 21, 2006.

Barbara Ray, Family Pizza Night, 2 ½ hours @ $28/hour, effective April 21, 2006.

HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION
Horsham Clinic, Homebound Instruction, $28/hour for up to 5 hours/week Special Education/ES – secondary, effective December 19, 2005.

M. Patrick Coulter, Homebound Instructor, $28/hour for up to 5 hours/week Special Ed/Pottstown Middle School, effective Apri1 24, 2006 through June 2, 2006.

CHANGE OF POSITION AND SALARY
Carol Russ, change of position and salary from High School Cafeteria to Lunch Program Aide/ Cafeteria, Franklin Elementary, 2 hours, 40 minutes/day @ $32.42/day, effective May 15, 2006.
ADMINISTRATIVE/SUPERVISORY PROFESSIONAL LEAVES
Mr. Matthew Moyer to attend the Governor’s Academy for Urban Education, Muhlenberg College, Allentown, PA, June 26-29, 2006 with expenses paid by PDE.

Mrs. Mia DiPaolo to attend the Governor’s Academy, Harrisburg, PA, May 22‑24, 2006 with expenses paid by PDE.

FIELD TRIPS
One student to National History Day Competition, State College, Pennsylvania, May 10-11, 2006.  Mr. Joel Alutius and Ms. Mary Waller (mother of student) to 
chaperone.




• One substitute needed for 2 days = $170.00




• Cost per student $100/each

PROFESSIONAL LEAVES

Mrs. Amelia Leininger, Mrs. Theresa Spitko, and Ms. Jamie Pontino to attend 2006 National Autism Conference, August 1-4, 2006, State College, Pennsylvania. 



• No substitutes needed




• Costs paid by Pupil Services funds




• Registration $100.00 each




• Total hotel costs $282.00, plus tax




• Mileage costs $1541

Mr. John Lewiski to attend Association of Construction Educators of PA, May 7-8, 2006, Latrobe, Pennsylvania. 




• One substitute needed for 1 days = $85.00




• Costs paid by Tech Prep Grant




• Hotel $80.00




• Meals $60.00




• Mileage costs $250.00

ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION PLACEMENTS

The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the placement of a student to the Alternative Education Program, located within the Pottstown High School and the name be placed on file in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005-2006-104.

DESIGNATION OF DEPOSITORIES

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the financial institutions as the depositories for the school district’s funds for the 2006‑07 school year with the list of institutions placed on file in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005-2006-105.

APPOINTMENT OF SUBSTITUTE TAX COLLECTOR

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve Mrs. Linda S. Adams, Business Administrator, as Substitute Tax Collector in accordance with Section 6‑683 of the Pennsylvania School Code, which authorizes the Board of School Directors to appoint a Substitute Tax Collector for the collection of such taxes, effective July 1, 2006.


Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.
NON-CONSENT
BID AWARDS

It was moved by Mr. Hartman and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the board authorize purchase orders to the companies indicated, the awards in each case being made to the lowest bidder meeting the required specifications and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005-2006-106.

1.
Cafeteria Supplies


Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.

ADOPTION OF 2006-07 TENTATIVE BUDGET

It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the board adopt the tentative budget resolution and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005-2006-107.

Mr. Bush advised the Public Hearing on the 2006-07 budget has been scheduled for June 1, 2006. The budget as presented is within the Act 72 index for the fourth straight year.


Dr. Smock discussed the Capital Reserve budget. The board has significant flexibility within the Capital Reserve budget. The items listed are optional and will be addressed on an individual basis.


Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.
ELECTION OF TREASURER


Mr. Robertson opened the floor for nominations for Treasurer.


Mrs. Zahora nominates Mr. Huss. Mr. Hartman seconds the nomination.


Mrs. Barnhill nominates Mr. Thees. Mr. Edwards seconds the nomination.


Mr. Robertson declares the nominations closed.

The vote for Mr. Huss as treasurer is recorded as follows: Zahora: aye; Thees: abstain; Smock: nay; Skitko: nay; Robertson: nay; Hartman: nay; Francis: nay; Edwards: nay; Barnhill: nay. Ayes: one. Nays: seven. Abstain: one. Motion defeated.

The vote for Mr. Thees as Treasurer is recorded as follows: Zahora: aye; Thees: abstain; Smock: aye; Skitko: aye; Robertson: aye; Hartman: aye; Francis: aye; Edwards: aye; Barnhill: aye. Ayes: eight. Nays: none. Abstain: one. Motion carried.

Mr. Thees is declared treasurer.

ELECTION OF SECRETARY


Mr. Robertson opens the floor for nominations for Secretary.


Dr. Smock nominates Mrs. Linda Adams. Mrs. Barnhill seconds the nomination.


Mr. Robertson declares the nominations closed,

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.

Mrs. Linda Adams is declared Secretary.
INFORMATION
1.
Conferences for Administrators, Supervisors, and Teachers

2.
PMS Parent Bulletin, Vol. IV, Issue 5 – 2006 

3.
PSBA Guidelines for Submitting Items for the 2007 Legislative Platform

4.
Maintenance Report

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None.
NEW BUSINESS
1.
Administrative Election– Mr. Sparagana
9:31 P.M. MR. ROBERTSON ANNOUNCED AN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL ISSUES.
9:41 P.M. THE MEETING RESUMED.

2.
Personnel – Mr. Sparagana

Mr. Sparagana reviewed the personnel items to be placed on the June 1, 2006 board agenda for approval.
3.
Transportation Contracts – Mr. Bush

Mr. Bush reviewed transportation contracts to be placed on the June 1, 2006 board agenda for approval.
4.
Bid Awards – Mr. Bush

Mr. Bush reviewed the bid awards to be placed on the June 1, 2006 board agenda for approval...
5.
Special Education Plan – M.C.I.U. – Mr. Bush

Mr. Bush reviewed the Montgomery County Intermediate Unit Special Education Plan to be placed on the June 1, 2006 board agenda for approval.
6.
Investment of Funds Resolution – Mr. Bush

Mr. Bush reviewed the investment of funds resolution to be placed on the June 1, 2006 board agenda for approval.
7.
Special Education Contracts – Mr. Bush

Mr. Bush reviewed the special education contracts to be placed on the June 1, 2006 board agenda for approval.
9.
Additional New Business Items

Mr. Krem advised the board he will be recruiting parents and teachers to serve on a district facilities committee to address concerns regarding our current facilities and the direction we wish to go in the future. This committee will address a school uniform policy.


Dr. Smock advised the committee on the Early Learning Center/Washington Street Iniative met on May 2, 2006. They are moving along at a quick pace. He hopes to have a report by June 30, 2006. He is encouraged by the spirit of cooperation.

ADMINISTRATIVE ELECTION


It was moved by Mr. Hartman  and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the board approve the election of Mrs. Gail Cooper to Middle School Principal, $86, 302, effective June 5, 2006.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.

SUPPORT STAFF RESIGNATION


It was moved by Mr. Thees and seconded by Mrs. Skitko that the board approve the resignation/termination of Sandra Waller, effective May 19, 2006.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: nine. Nays: none. Motion carried.
FEDERATION REMARKS


Mrs. Michelle Frederick thanked the board for allowing the staff to participate in the hiring process for the Middle School principal. 
REMARKS BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Mrs. Zahora wishes Mr. Thomas a wonderful retirement. He will be missed.
Mrs. Barnhill welcomed Mrs. Cooper.

Mr. Hartman hopes Mr. Thomas enjoys his retirement. He is looking forward to working with Mrs. Cooper. He attended the prom and the National Honor Society Banquet.
Mr. Thees wishes the new principal much success and Mr. Thomas a well deserved rest. He will try to do a good job as treasurer.

Mr. Robertson also attended the Honor Society Dinner and was somewhat embarrassed by the fact that only himself and Mr. Hartman were there on behalf of the board. He encourages all board members to get involved. 
ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the Board adjourn. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 10:09 p.m.











________________________













James R. Bush, Secretary

sc

